390
Cold sheep's-head.                     [Oct. 22,
FRIDAY, OCTOHER 22.
• {•-
i.'    •':;                                       Before Dr. Johnson came to breakfast, Lady Lochbuy
: •     •.                                    sa;cl) 'he was a dungeon of wit;' a very common phrase in
:     '','                                    Scotland to express a profoundness of intellect, though he
: f      ],                                    afterwards told me, that he never had heard it.   She pro-
if      |                                    posed that he should have some cold sheep's-head for break-
\     ;j:'                                   fast.    Sir Allan seemed displeased at his sister's vulgarity,
j!'    \                                     and wondered how such a thought should come into her
!!"• . »;                                     head.    From a mischievous love of sport, I took the lady's
''*''• I. .                                    part; and very gravely said, 'I think it is but fair to give
; .' ' :;.''                                    him an offer of it.    If he docs not choose it, he may let it
;>.:    «[;                                    alone.'    'I think so,' said the lady, looking at her brother
:jj    I                                     with an air of victory.    Sir Allan, finding the matter des-
d:i   •', •                                    pcratc, strutted about the room, and took snuff.   When Dr.
, ]'•    !'                                    Johnson came in, she called to him, ' Do you choose any
•,'; ; ,,'t                                    cold sheep's-head, Sir?'    ' No, MADAM,' said he, with a tone
|:-    I;     .                                  of surprise and anger'.'    ' It is here, Sir,' said she, supposing
r'. ;  ;;•                                    he had refused it to save the trouble of bringing it in.   They
Y-.   •*•                                    thus went on at cross purposes, till he confirmed his refusal
V'   '•;;                                    in a manner not to be misunderstood; while I sat quietly
I ''    f:                                    by, and enjoyed my success.
j"                                       After breakfast, we surveyed the old castle, in the pit or
I ..    \.                              '      dungeon of which Lochbuy had some years before taken
[.'     !'                                    upon him to imprison several persons"; and though he had
\'.<'•'.     *                 '                              ' Begging pardon of the Doctor and his conductor, I have often
'"';'                                                seen and partaken of cold sheep's head at as ^ood breakfast-tables as
'••,;     ;:                                         ever they sat at.   This protest is something in this manner of the late
i .,     •'•                                         Culrossie, who fought a dud for the honour of Aberdeen butter,   I
* '•    'i,                                          have passed over all the Doctor's other reproaches upon Scotland,
''•      -                                         but the sheep's head I will defend Mis iiii-fbia;.    Dr. Johnson himself
!;"i    .;•                                          must have forgiven my xeal on this occasion ; for if, as he says, dimttr
' '•      t.\,        .                                   be the thing of which a man thinks of/eiifsf during the day, breakfast
\\                                         must be that of which he thinks_/?/-.!•/ fit t/m iiwniin^. WALTKU Scorr.
,V.    .v                                          I do not know where Johnson says this.    Perhaps Scott was thinking
of a passage in Mrs. Piosai's A/iff, p. 140, wlu.'ru .slic writes that lie said: 1A man seldom thinks with more earnestness of any thing than he docs of his dinner.'
1 A horrible place it was.   Johnson describes it (U'orlts, ix. 152) as
been
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